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Paper 2  

1. (a)

Suggested Marking Guidelines Marks 
The candidate: 

presents his/her stance clearly and consistently 
justifies clearly and logically to what extent he/she thinks that the Valentine’s Day practice 
of flower giving reflects gender stereotyping; formulates his/her arguments on the basis of a 
detailed and critical evaluation regarding perspectives for and against the view; shows an 
in-depth understanding and an appropriate application of the relevant knowledge and 
concepts (e.g. gender stereotyping) in view of Hong Kong’s current situation, e.g.: 

Points of agreement: explains clearly and in detail his/her arguments with relevant and 
valid examples/ observations of Hong Kong; may construct 
arguments by drawing upon some of the points below or any other 
appropriate alternatives, e.g., 

The flower-giving practice on Valentine’s Day is a male obligation/responsibility; 
The way men carry out this responsibility is an indication of their male identity; 
The value of the flowers is directly related to the value of the receiver. The value of 
the woman and the status of the man are measured by the price of the flowers and 
the choice of the gift directly reflects the giver’s perception of the value of the 
receiver, etc.

Points of disagreement: explains clearly and in detail his/her arguments with relevant and 
valid examples/ observations of Hong Kong; may construct 
arguments by drawing upon some of the points below or any other 
appropriate alternatives, e.g., 

Discusses how the phenomenon reflected in the source is only an 
exceptional/individual example of reports about the meaning and practice of 
Valentine’s Day; 
Women also give gifts to their boy-friends, but those are not reported; (As women 
usually do not give flowers to men, this can also be a reason to agree.) 
Flowers are only one of the more common gifts that are popular choices, etc. 

provides a well structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical 
analysis

9-10 

presents his/her stance consistently 
justifies his/her position, basing answer on his/her knowledge; shows an understanding of 
the relevant knowledge and concepts and an ability to apply them where appropriate: 

Points of agreement: explains his/her arguments with some relevant and valid examples/ 
observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate alternatives 

Points of disagreement: explains his/her arguments with some relevant and valid examples/ 
observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate alternatives 

provides a well structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, 
though it might lack detail in parts 

7-8 
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presents his/her stance, but possibly with insufficient clarity  
attempts to justify his/her position, basing answer on his/her knowledge, but lacks clarity/ 
consistency; shows a partial understanding or is only able to apply relevant knowledge and 
concepts in a basic way: 

Points of agreement: attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of the points 
above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the explanation to 
his/her arguments is superficial 

Points of disagreement:  attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of the points 
above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the explanation to 
his/her arguments is superficial 

provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured and does not always 
articulate his/her ideas clearly 

4-6 

exhibits no clear stance and may put forward contradictory arguments 
attempts to explain his/her position according to his/her knowledge, but the explanation is 
too partial e.g. explaining with a wrong concept of gender stereotyping, using irrelevant 
examples/ information for illustration, etc. 
gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

1-3 

makes no attempt to answer the question 
gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 0
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1. (b) 
Suggested Marking Guidelines Marks 

The candidate: 
presents his/her stance clearly and consistently 
justifies clearly and logically the extent to which he/she agrees that Hong Kong people 
identifying themselves more with Western culture is the cause of higher popularity of 
Valentine’s Day than Yuan Xiao Festival; formulates his/her arguments on the basis of a 
detailed and critical evaluation regarding perspectives for and against the statement; shows 
an in-depth understanding and an appropriate application of the relevant knowledge and 
concepts (e.g. the concept of cultural identity) in the Hong Kong context, e.g.: 

Points of agreement: explains clearly and in detail his/her arguments with relevant and 
valid examples/ observations of Hong Kong; may construct 
arguments by drawing upon some of the points below or any other 
appropriate alternatives, e.g., 

Because of its colonial past, Hong Kong is a more westernised city, thus Western 
festivals are better recognised and more widely celebrated;
Because of Hong Kong’s economic development, people generally pride themselves 
on being international citizens, who share Western culture and consumer behaviour 
with regard to festivals that originated in the West, such as Valentine’s Day, 
Halloween, Christmas, Mother’s Day etc., thus identifying with international 
festivals more; 
HK is a capitalist city, and its consumption culture is similar to other major 
capitalist cities in the West, etc. (can be a reason to disagree) 

Points of disagreement: explains clearly an in detail his/her arguments with relevant and 
valid examples/ observations of Hong Kong; may construct 
arguments by drawing upon some of the points below or any other 
appropriate alternatives, e.g., 

It can be explained in terms of other factors, e.g., commercialisation.  The meaning 
and celebration of Valentine’s Day now is already different from its cultural roots, 
thus it is not a matter of cultural identity, but a worldwide trend of consumption 
which facilitates this popularity;
It is the ignorance regarding some of the traditional Chinese festivals and cultural 
practices that reduces the popularity of a festival such as Yuan Xiao;
Valentine’s Day and Yuan Xiao have different cultural histories and celebration 
practices, etc. 

provides a well structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical 
analysis

9-10 

presents his/her stance consistently 
justifies his/her position basing on his/her knowledge; shows an understanding of the 
relevant knowledge and concepts and an ability to apply them where appropriate: 

Points of agreement: explains his/her arguments with some relevant and valid examples/ 
observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate 
alternatives   

Points of disagreement: explains his/her arguments with some relevant and valid examples/ 
observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate 
alternatives 

provides a well structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, 
though it might lack detail in parts  

7-8 
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presents his/her stance, but possibly with insufficient clarity 
attempts to justify his/her position by basing answer on his/her knowledge, but lacks clarity/ 
consistency; shows a partial understanding or is only able to apply relevant knowledge and 
concepts in a basic way: 

Points of agreement: attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of the 
points above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the 
explanation to his/her arguments is superficial 

Points of disagreement:  attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of the 
points above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the 
explanation to his/her arguments is superficial 

provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured, and does not always 
articulate his/her ideas clearly 

4-6 

exhibits no clear stance and may put forward contradictory arguments 
attempts to explain his/her position according to his/her knowledge, but the explanation is 
too partial e.g. explaining with a wrong concept of cultural identity, using irrelevant 
examples/ information for illustration, etc. 
gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

1-3 

makes no attempt to answer the question 
gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 0
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2. (a) 

Suggested Marking Guidelines Marks 
The candidate: 

explains clearly the relationship between economic development and energy consumption, 
e.g. industrial development requires consumption of energy; energy consumption reflects 
economic growth; economic growth can be adjusted by controlling energy consumption; 
Five-year Plan is a blueprint of China’s macro development plan (including social and 
economic aspects), any consideration of an adjustment of energy consumption should be 
included in the Plan so as to match up with the development direction in various aspects of 
the country 
explains clearly and thoroughly some possible reasons for the Chinese government to 
propose a reduction in both economic growth and energy consumption with the appropriate 
application of relevant knowledge and concepts, e.g., 

Economic development needs energy resources.  Fast economic development 
consumes a large amount of fossil fuels, leading to environmental deterioration.  
The reduction of economic growth and energy consumption helps the conservation 
of the environment and energy resources; 
Fast economic growth leads to over-heating of the economy and high energy 
consumption.  A reduction in economic growth and energy consumption helps 
achieve sustainable development in the country; 
Economic development needs a stable energy supply.  The demand for energy is 
high in China as well as worldwide.  A reduction in economic growth helps 
alleviate the pressure on the exploitation of energy resources and lower the demand 
for the import of energy resources; 
Reducing the economic growth and developing industries e.g. those related 
high-technology and environmental conservation, helps diversify the economy, 
conserve energy, comply with international agreements on climate change, e.g. 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Cancun Agreements, 
etc. and promote a positive image of a country with environmental concerns, etc.  

provides a well structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical 
analysis

6-8 

explains the relationship between economic development and energy consumption 
explains some possible reasons for the Chinese government to propose the reduction with 
the application of relevant knowledge and concepts, but the explanation lacks sufficient 
clarity
provides a well structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, 
though it might lack detail in parts 

3-5 

attempts to explain according to his/her knowledge, but the explanation is too partial, e.g. 
giving reasons, some of which are not justifiable, for the reduction in economic growth 
and energy consumption without developing a relationship between them 
gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

1-2 

makes no attempt to answer the question 
gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 0
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2. (b) 

Suggested Marking Guidelines Marks 
The candidate: 

points out directly and clearly the stakeholders involved in the conflicts, e.g, 
local governments vs the central government;  
businessmen vs the government;  
businessmen vs working class, etc. 

explains clearly and logically why and how conflicts may occur among these stakeholders 
by applying the concept of conflict in the context of mainland China, e.g., 

Conflicts arise with the proposal due to differences in concerns/ values/ interests 
(long term vs short term, individual vs collective), e.g. Conflicts arise between the 
long-term benefit from the protection of the environment and the short-term profits 
from economic development, etc;  
Local governments may wish to maintain profits and attract more investment and 
may not follow what the central government wants them to do;  
Businessmen do not want to comply with the rules and regulations of the 
government which incur higher production costs;   
Slowing down of economic development may cause some workers to be laid off, 
therefore conflict between the businessmen and working class may arise, etc. 

provides a well structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical 
analysis

10-12 

points out the stakeholders involved in the conflicts 
explains why and how conflicts may occur among these stakeholders with some relevant 
knowledge and concepts 
provides a well structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, 
though it might lack detail in parts  

7-9 

points out briefly the stakeholders involved in the conflicts 
gives a simple explanation of the conflicts by referring to the differences in views/ 
concerns towards the reductions, but which lacks clarity, applying basic knowledge and 
concepts 
provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured, and does not always 
articulate his/her ideas clearly 

4-6 

points out vaguely the stakeholders involved in the conflicts, but some of them may not be 
correct
gives a brief and inadequate explanation or partially correct explanation of some of the 
stakeholders’ views towards the reductions, by applying a superficial level of knowledge 
or concepts, indicating a lack of understanding of the conflicts 
provides a rather shallow discussion without an organised structure and vaguely expressed 
ideas

1-3 

makes no attempt to answer the question 
gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 0
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3. (a) 
Suggested Marking Guidelines Marks 

The candidate: 
presents his/her stance clearly and consistently 
justifies clearly and logically the stance of whether he/she thinks that prejudice poses 
difficulties for the personal development of people in Hong Kong from ethnic minorities; 
formulates his/her arguments on the basis of a detailed and critical evaluation regarding 
perspectives for and against the view; shows an in-depth understanding and an appropriate 
application of the relevant knowledge and concepts (e.g. ethnic minorities, prejudice, 
personal development) in view of Hong Kong’s current situation, e.g.: 

Points of agreement: explains clearly and in detail how prejudice results in ethnic 
minorities suffering injustice/ disadvantages in their daily/ 
professional life/ personality development with relevant and valid 
examples/ observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by 
drawing upon some of the points below or any other appropriate 
alternatives, e.g., 

Explains the prejudice HK society holds against ethnic minorities expressed in ways 
such as, labelling them by giving them nicknames; creating stereotypes about their 
appearance or abilities; refusing to mix with them in daily life; making fun of them 
because of their cultural differences/ everyday practices, etc. 
Explains the impact on personal development, e.g., peers isolating ethnic minority 
members/ not mixing with them in daily life; prejudicing them for their imagined 
(stereotypical) behaviour rather than observing their individual behaviour; 
discriminating against them in judging their ability/ behaviour, leading to low 
self-esteem/ disadvantages in finding jobs, etc. 
Legal protection against discrimination is inadequate, e.g., it is difficult to gather 
evidence to take legal action against discrimination in job interviews, etc. 

Points of disagreement: explains clearly an in detail how ethnic minorities grow/ live/ 
succeed as other locals; other factors affecting their personal 
development with relevant and valid examples/ observations of 
Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing upon some of 
the points below or any other appropriate alternatives, e.g., 

Ethnic minorities face difficulties in personal development because of factors other 
than prejudice, e.g. cross-generation poverty, etc. 
Ethnic minorities are protected against discrimination by law, e.g. The Race 
Discrimination Ordinance.  The Equal Opportunities Commission guards against 
discrimination.  Youngsters of ethnic minorities can lead their lives in the same 
way as local Chinese; 
Despite the prejudice against these ethnic minorities, some of them have the same 
opportunities and succeed as other locals do, e.g. Viv and the TV Star, Gill 
Mohindapaul Singh ( ), the Kadoori family; ethnic minorities can mix with 
locals, e.g., in school, etc. 

provides a well structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical 
analysis

9-10 
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presents his/her stance consistently 
justifies his/her position, basing answer on his/her knowledge; shows an understanding of 
the relevant knowledge and concepts and an ability to apply them where appropriate: 

Points of agreement: explains his/her arguments with some relevant and valid examples/ 
observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate 
alternatives 

Points of disagreement: explains his/her arguments with some relevant and valid examples/ 
observations of Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate 
alternatives 

provides a well structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, 
though it might lack detail in parts 

7-8 

presents his/her stance, but possibly with insufficient clarity 
attempts to justify his/her position by basing answer on his/her knowledge, but lacks clarity/ 
consistency; shows a partial understanding or is only able to apply relevant knowledge and 
concepts in a basic way: 

Points of agreement: attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of the points 
above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the explanation in 
support of his/her arguments is superficial 

Points of disagreement:  attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of the points 
above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the explanation in 
support of his/her arguments is superficial 

provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured and does not always 
articulate his/her ideas clearly 

4-6 

exhibits no clear stance and may put forward contradictory arguments 
attempts to explain his/her position according to his/her knowledge, but the explanation is 
too partial e.g. explaining with a wrong concept of prejudice / difficulties in personal 
development, using irrelevant examples/ information for illustration, etc. 
gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

1-3 

makes no attempt to answer the question 
gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 0
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3. (b) 
The candidate:  Marks 

suggests a wide range of feasible ways for the HK Government and young people to facilitate 
ethnic harmony 
fully and clearly explains the suggestions made and how they facilitate ethnic harmony e.g. 

Young people should enhance their understanding of the nature of a multi-cultural city 
and the importance of peaceful co-existence of different cultures, e.g. celebrating 
Chinese festivals together with non-Chinese friends; joining activities organised by 
NGOs to learn more about the ethnic minorities in their district and to mix with them, 
etc.
The government may promote the spirit of HK as an international and multi-cultural 
city by organising/ sponsoring activities in different districts; subsidising NGOs for 
organising programmes to help the ethnic minorities to integrate into the community; 
reviewing and enforcing laws to ensure the same legal rights are enjoyed by ethnic 
minorities as by others, etc.

draws extensively and appropriately on own knowledge or concepts (e.g. ethnic harmony) 
provides an answer that is well-structured; expresses his/her ideas with clarity

9-10 

suggests a range of feasible ways for the HK Government and young people to facilitate 
ethnic harmony  
explains the suggestions made, but not always with sufficient detail and/or clarity 
draws on own knowledge or concepts 
provides an answer that is well-structured, but which may not express his/her ideas with 
sufficient clarity  

7-8 

suggests a narrow range of ways for the HK Government and young people to facilitate 
ethnic harmony; or suggests a wide range of ways for either the HK Government or young 
people only 
explains the suggestions made but with insufficient detail and/or clarity  
shows a partial understanding or is only able to apply relevant knowledge and concepts in a 
basic way 
provides an answer that is not well-structured, and does not always express his/her ideas 
clearly

4-6 

lists a few ways for the HK Government or young people to facilitate ethnic harmony that 
may not be feasible  
does not fully and clearly explain the suggestions 
attempts to explain the suggestions according to his/her knowledge, but the explanation is too 
partial 
provides a brief answer with little organisation; expresses his/her ideas vaguely 

1-3 

fails to suggest ways for the HK Government or young people to facilitate ethnic harmony/ 
makes no attempt to answer the question 

gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 

0


